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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT (FINANCIAL INTERESTS) ACT — ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Matter of Privilege 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.21 pm]: I rise to deal with a matter of privilege 
under standing order 109 of the standing orders of this house. Yesterday, members’ annual returns, as required under 
the Members of Parliament (Financial Interests) Act 1992, were tabled. Today is the first time I have been able to 
raise a matter of considerable concern arising from those documents. 

On Friday last week, a newspaper article was published, via an online link, that outlined a variety of gifts that had 
been received and retained by members of this house who happen to be ministers of the Crown. I became aware 
of that online link only yesterday. When I examined the article, which was first published on 8 October, and looked 
at the links of the gifts that had been received by some members, I read that the member for Butler had received 
gifts in 2020–21, including hospitality, as declared in that particular online registry, to the total value of $3 250. 
I have just looked at the gifts that were published. The gifts that were over the prescribed limit of $500 for the 
declaration of gifts under the financial interests legislation included hospitality at an AFL game—Fremantle versus 
the West Coast Eagles—on 22 July 2020 to the value of $1 350. That was retained. On Sunday, 11 April 2021, there 
was further hospitality at a football match, Fremantle versus Hawthorn—$900, which again was retained. On Thursday, 
6 May 2021, he received hospitality at an awards dinner with two tickets worth $500 each—a cumulative amount 
of $1 000. That adds to an amount of $3 250 in those three gifts—plus we know there was also some discussion 
yesterday about a helicopter ride that may or may not have breached the $500 limit. 

When I went to the interests as tabled, and looked at the member for Butler’s interests, which I have here, it was 
stamped 30 September 2021; it is for the period 1 July 2020 to 30 June 2021. As required, the member for Butler 
has lodged his annual return under the financial interests act of 1992. But when we turn to the section involving 
gifts or contributions to travel, we see that under “gifts received during the return period”, the member for Butler 
has not declared any gifts. The document itself put an explanation under “gifts”—that it excludes gifts to the value 
of $500 or less in total from any one person during a period or gifts from a relative et cetera. There are no gifts 
actually disclosed on the financial interests of the member for Butler. 

When I looked at the annual returns of other ministers of the Crown, I saw that many had disclosed a variety of 
gifts, and there was a correlation between what appeared on the register and what appeared on the financial returns 
of those ministers. In my view, this is clearly something that the Attorney General has to answer for, rather than 
all the ministers involved. 
Because of the very important and serious nature of this issue, I have raised it as a matter of privilege today at the 
earliest opportunity that I could. As we know, the requirement exists in the act for there to be disclosure. I go to 
the relevant section of the act—section 9, “Gifts”, which states — 

(1) A Member shall disclose in an annual return — 
(a) the description of each gift received by the Member at any time during the return period; and 
(b) the name and address of the person who made each such gift. 

(2) A gift received by a Member need not be disclosed in an annual return if — 
(a) the amount of the gift did not exceed $500 — 

Clearly, those three gifts that I have outlined all exceeded $500 — 
unless — 

(i) the gift was one of 2 or more gifts made by one person at any time … 
In other words, accumulative gifts — 

(ii) the amount of those 2 or more gifts exceeded in the aggregate $500; 
or 

(b) the donor was a relative … 
I do not think the AFL is a relative of the member for Butler. Under the Members of Parliament (Financial Interests) Act, 
I have to say that it appears to be the possibility that there has been a breach of the requirements of that act. 
It is not just the act itself, but also the code of conduct, which is contained within the handy little document, the standing 
orders of this place. Section (5), “Gifts”, of the Code of Conduct for Members of the Legislative Assembly states — 

(a) Members must declare all gifts and benefits received in connection with their official duties, in 
accordance with the requirements for the disclosure of pecuniary interests. 
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(b) Members must not accept gifts that may pose a conflict of interest or which might give the 
appearance of an attempt to corruptly influence the member in the exercise of his or her duties. 

(c) Members may accept political contributions in accordance with Part VI of the Electoral Act … 
We see that there is a requirement for the Attorney General to declare the gifts that he has received. Other ministers 
do not seem to have a problem doing that. They have declared gifts on this registry, which has not been published 
anywhere that I have been aware of over the last few years. It has obviously been compiled for a number of years but 
it has not been tabled in Parliament. It does not form part of the documents that the Parliament has at its disposal. 
I asked for a search of documents to take place to see whether any had been tabled. The last time that any such 
document had been tabled was about 2018 in response to questions asked in the other place. 
We have had a period of time in which there has been no disclosure of these ministerial registers of gifts to members 
of Parliament. That is fine in a sense—as long as ministers themselves continue to put their relevant gifts down on 
their own registries. As I said, a quick examination of most of the ministers that I looked at seemed to indicate that 
they were indeed doing just that. However, under section 4, “gifts received during the return period”, the member 
for Butler has not just left it blank; he has actually written “nil”. 
In order to determine this, Madam Speaker, I seek your guidance and forbearance. I have prepared a motion to put 
to the house on this matter. I am willing to either move that motion now or leave it with you to consider what you 
would like to see happen here. I pay utmost respect to your long service to this Parliament and experience in these 
matters. I note that standing order 109, “Matter of privilege”, outlines — 

… The Speaker may — 
(1) Determine the matter; 
(2) Defer the matter and either continue or adjourn the business under consideration; or 
(3) If the Speaker considers that there is some substance in the matter and it has been raised at the 

earliest opportunity, give priority to a motion without notice. 
I have such a motion prepared. If you are willing to take it and have a look at it, I am happy to pass it up to the chair 
for your consideration. I seek your guidance on how this matter should proceed. 

Statement by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [12.30 pm]: Thank you, member for Moore. The member for Moore has 
raised a matter of privilege. I intend asking an Acting Speaker to take the chair while I consider the matter. I note that 
the member for Moore has said that he has a draft motion. I would be grateful if he could provide that to me for my 
consideration. Just to give some guidance here, it is my intention to give you an update in terms of my consideration 
of the matter after question time. I ask the member for Cockburn to act in the chair so that we can go on with the 
normal business of the house. 
The member for Moore does not need to sign the motion at this point; he can just provide it for my consideration. 
Thank you. 
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